Introduction
The, taxonomically, controversial ground agamid Trapelus agilis is a wide-ranging species complex distributed from extreme southwestern Iran (ca 31°N, 47°E) to eastern Kazakhstan and western China (ca 48°N, 83°E ) (Fig. 1 ) , encompassing numerous local populations (Rastegar-Pouyani, 1998) . Traditionally, this complex has been divided into three subspecies;
Trapelus agilis agilis (Olivier, 1804) , T. a. sanguinolentus (Pallas, 1814) , and T a. isolepis (Boulenger, 1885 ) (e.g., Anderson, 1974 : Welch, 1983 Wettstein, 1951) . The latter two subspecies are sometimes regarded as full species by some authors (e.g., Ananjeva, 1981;  Ananjeva and Tsaruk, 1987: Boulenger. 1885; Moody, 1980; Nikolsky, 1915; Zhao and Adler, 1993 In a series of studies, using uni-and multivariate statistics, the author analysed geographic variation in T. agilis complex, synonymized T. a. isolepis (Boulenger) with T. a. agilis (Olivier) , designated a new type locality as "terra typica designata" (central Ira- (Khan, 1980 (Fig. 7) . Biswas and Sanyal (1977) Moody (1980) with a morphological approach and by Joger (1991 ) using molecules ( 
